Dog Training
A well-behaved dog is one of the best companions, most welcome additions, and best icebreakers a person could have. Have you ever noticed how people walking a well-behaved dog in the park attract attention as if by magic? There is no doubt about it. People love dogs, and dogs love people. But an ill-trained dog can be a great nuisance and even a danger.

Training a dog for overall good behavior as well as for specific tasks like house training, walking on a leash, sitting and staying is not a one-time process. It is a product of a strong bond between you and your dog, and it is important that your dog sees you and not herself as the dominant party. Ideally, the rudiments of training should start as soon as a dog or puppy is added to the family.

Make sure that your dog has a crate of her own that can be his safe haven, and make sure that from the beginning, you make it clear that you won’t tolerate bad manners, such as begging when you’re preparing food. You do not have to be angry or cruel about it, just make it clear that she will not get a treat, and will not get your affection while she is misbehaving. If you are consistent, she will learn quickly. 

It is also vital that your dog knows that she is part of the family. Chaining a dog up in the backyard because you’re tired of trying to get her to behave is not responsible pet ownership. If you are going to have a dog in the family, you must prepare yourself and everyone in the household for the commitment of being responsible for the dog. Dogs can live well into their teens, and you don’t want an alliance lasting that long to be dysfunctional or unpleasant.

The basics of crate training and house training will provide a foundation upon which you can build with more complicated training, such as shaking hands or fetching a ball. The key is that your dog sees you as her leader, and wants to please you by doing her part in “the pack” that is your family.
There are a number of different training techniques, and there is no one-size-fits-all method of making all dogs behave and obey commands. Much will depend on your temperament and your dog’s. Once you have a firm relationship with your dog, and she knows the basics of good behavior, you can expand on that by teaching specific actions. 

While you do need to firmly correct bad behavior, rewarding positive behavior is what you want to do when teaching your dog something new. As for correcting bad behavior, with many dogs, a firm “No!” and dominant body language will work as well as anything. But it is important that the level of punishment be gauged to the particular dog when you are trying to discourage bad behavior. Dogs like border collies will cower sometimes even under the assault of a raised voice. And there are other dogs who are harder to correct. The key is reasserting your dominance.
The human-dog relationship is one of the most enduring and rewarding in history. Appropriate dog training will allow you, your dog, and other people to make the most of the great companionship your dog offers.

