Spanish
Spanish is the world’s fourth most commonly spoken language after English, Chinese, and Hindi, and is spoken to some degree by 400 million people. Even Americans are starting to learn Spanish in large numbers because of the huge Spanish speaking immigrant population in the United States. If you live in the U.S. and speak both English and Spanish fluently, you have a skill that will help you in the workplace regardless of whether it is a hospital, retailer, or government job. In many cases, given the choice of hiring two otherwise comparable job candidates, the one who speaks Spanish as a second language will be favored.

While it is possible to travel to places like Mexico and Spain without knowing how to speak Spanish, knowing the language allows you to get so much more out of your travels. If natives of a country you visit discover that you know their language, they are generally far warmer and more welcoming than if you go there expecting to speak English and be perfectly understood everywhere. Knowing Spanish when traveling to places where it is widely spoken or is the official language will give you a deeper understanding and appreciation of the local culture. There is a saying that knowing a second language is like possessing a second soul, and it is true: the different cadences and pronunciations themselves influence the thoughts and views of those who speak them.
English contains a large number of words with Latin origins, so if you study other languages that sprang from Latin, you enrich your knowledge of English as a side effect. Besides Spanish, French and Italian are two other languages with Indo-European roots, so learning Spanish can give you a head start in learning those two languages, too. Some people say that if you know two of them, say Spanish and Italian, you get the third one “for free.” It is true that grammar and pronunciations are similar among Spanish, French, and Italian.

Fortunately, tools for learning a second language is more accessible now than ever. It still involves hard work, but accessing materials is much easier with Internet access. Not only can you read Spanish publications online, you can also listen to Spanish radio online, which with practice works wonders for learning the cadence of the language and learning to understand it. In the U.S., if you live near a major city or in one of the states that borders Mexico, you should have no trouble picking up Spanish language radio stations.
As far as language learning programs, there are many different types, each with their own advantages and disadvantages. Many community colleges offer conversational Spanish as a continuing education class. Some cities offer “immersion” language learning programs which, as the name suggests, immerse the student in the language he or she is learning during classroom time. Traditional college courses in Spanish are another great way to learn the language. The only problem with this is that college courses can be expensive. 

Many people choose to learn a second language such as Spanish using a computer based system that teaches pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar, and translation skills in a mix of activities, each of which emphasizes some aspect of the language, like how a verb is used. It is important, when learning Spanish or any other language to spend time simply listening to native speakers. It can be a shock to go from classroom Spanish to the real thing, so it is best to have an idea of what the language sounds like when spoken by native Spanish speakers.

