Spanish
Over 400 million people worldwide speak Spanish, placing it in the top five languages as counted by number of speakers. In the United States, the large Spanish speaking immigrant population has changed even sleepy small towns into bilingual villages. Most of the Spanish speaking immigrants to the U.S. come from Mexico and Central America rather than Europe, but if you know Spanish well enough to communicate with people from Mexico, you should have no trouble speaking and understanding it in Spain, though the accent will be slightly different.

Learning a second language, particularly as an adult, can be a long process. Even though Spanish is considered one of the easier languages to learn, it still requires work and practice in order to speak, read, and write the language competently. Fortunately, access to language learning has increased dramatically due to the ubiquitous nature of the Internet. While there are online language learning sites, there are also publications, newscasts, and online videos in many languages, Spanish being one of the most common.

How is the best way to learn Spanish? There probably is no one way that works equally well for everyone. People have different learning styles. Some people will pick up the sounds quicker and develop an ear for a language, while some people do better with reading. It is very important that any language learning program involve speaking, listening, reading, and writing in the language taught. These learning activities will reinforce each other, and your natural language learning tendencies will be exercised along with the learning styles that are a little harder for you. 

Even in small towns it is relatively easy to find classes on learning Spanish, often through local community colleges. Cities with major universities almost always have community Spanish classes as well as traditional college classroom Spanish classes. And some cities have weekend immersion programs in which the language learner spends all his or her classroom time listening to and practicing Spanish. It is in some ways a “sink or swim” experience, but many people are surprised at how well they are able to learn a second language. 
The hackneyed belief that “you can’t teach an old dog new tricks” does not apply to motivated adults of any age who are committed to learning a second language. Just because children pick up second languages more readily than adults does not mean that adults can’t do it.

Another Spanish teaching method is through multimedia programs including audio, video, reading, writing, and speaking. These methods are often used by government workers who are required to learn a second language for their job as an intelligence agent or diplomat. Used consistently for at least five days a week, supplemented by car audio or podcasts in the language, these multifaceted approaches to learning a second language work very well. 

In learning a second language, everyone naturally has a different learning style. For some people, seeing a word or picture prompts learning of a new word or concept, while others have less success with reading and more success with audio learning. Multimedia programs and any other successful method of teaching Spanish must engage the student in all facets of learning the language: hearing, speaking, reading, and writing. These different approaches reinforce skills on multiple fronts, making it more likely that the knowledge will be retained.

If you are interested in learning Spanish as a second language, you have made a good choice. With the exception of English, Mandarin Chinese, and Hindi, there are more Spanish speakers worldwide than speakers of other languages, so you’re bound to have plenty of opportunities to practice with native speakers, even if it is only in the grocery store.
