Audio Niche Automator

If you have a web-based business, then you're constantly looking for ways to improve the content and reach of your website. It is necessary to do this in order to have a competitive site that remains high in the search engine results. While people spend more time on the internet than ever, they're also discovering ways in which they can multitask, improving their efficiency even during "down" times like commuting or exercising at the gym.

Have you ever read a really good website, but realized that there was so much content that it would take you a very long time to read? Or likewise, do you have a really good, content rich website and wish you had more ways to reach your visitors? One solution to both these situations is the conversion of e-text into audio files.

For example, suppose your website provides worldwide economic news. While your site's visitors may be interested in a dozen things they see on the site, they know that they would never have time to read it all. But if there was a way to get that content onto a file for their iPod or mp3 player, they could listen to it on the train home from work, or while waiting in the doctor's office.

It is a fact that e-books are more popular than ever and are growing in popularity. Penguin's e-book sales for the first quarter of 2009 were significantly higher than for the first quarter of 2008. The Association of American Publishers (AAP) reported that trade e-book sales were $10 million for the month of March 2009, up 110.4% from March 2008. Calendar year to date revenue has increased 131%.

Audio books have been around for much longer than e-books, and they have a solid readership too. The average audio book listener is someone who enjoys reading and uses audio books as a way to "read" while doing other things, like cooking, commuting, or exercising. Audio book customers are well educated and have higher incomes than non-listeners. Children's audio books are another healthy chunk of the audio literature market. Plenty of families use audio books for car rides, and teachers often use them as educational tools.

Clearly people love their e-books, just as they came to love audiobooks. If you put these two phenomena together, the result can be an enormous boon to publishers of e-books as well as those who run content rich websites. But maybe you believe that in order to offer audio options to your site visitors you would have to actually read the content into a digital voice recorder. You don't have to do that, however.

Audio Niche Automator does this automatically for you. With this kind of technology you can begin offering your web content as mp3 files. And if you sell e-books, you can also offer them for sale as audio books. The reach of your website will be greatly increased as visitors learn that they can enjoy the content on their mp3 player and not have to be tied to a computer screen or have to print out lots of text to access your content.

Once visitors know they can count on your website for e-books in either text or audio format, or know that they can receive the content of your site in audio files, they'll be much more likely to come back, because you're making it as convenient as possible to enjoy your content. If you also keep up with search engine optimization techniques, adding audio content can significantly boost your site's traffic, and hence, your income.

People download e-books all the time. Sometimes they read them directly off a web page, sometimes they download them in order to have them on their computer, but off-line. E-book readers are still in the "early adopter" stage, and many people like the idea of e-book readers like Amazon's Kindle or Sony's Reader. Amazon has dropped the price of the Kindle by $50 since its launch, so there is some downward price pressure. But many people are waiting for prices to drop another $100 or so before considering buying one.

In a blog post for Forrester Consumer Product Strategy Professionals, Forrester analyst Sarah Rotman Epps said, “The maximum addressable market for e-readers as they are currently priced is substantial — but to reach the largest market possible, the prices will need to come way down. And even then, e-readers are never going to be as big a market as MP3 players, which 110 million U.S. consumers own.”

In other words, as popular as e-books are, audio is still more popular since so many people own mp3 players. Converting your e-books to audio automatically, or converting your site's content to audio format automatically can be a very smart move for increasing the reach of your website.


