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Modern bar stools are made of many different materials. Modern designs look gorgeous in wood, metal, or even plastic. While it may seem counterintuitive, much of what we consider to be “modern” design dates back to the 1920s and 1930s. But don’t be intimidated; modern bar stools can be remarkably easy to use in your décor.

Article Body
Modern furniture can be made either to stand out boldly and demand attention, or it can be so subtle it almost disappears into its surroundings. Perhaps the key feature of modern furniture design is that it joins function and form, sometimes in unexpected ways. Strong geometry, clean lines, neutral shades, asymmetry, and polished surfaces are all characteristics of modern design. Modern bar stools are no different. Much of the flexibility of modern furniture design comes from its traditional clean, simple lines. Even the “finishing touches” from 1920s and 1930s architecture – the birthplace of modern furniture – are simple and clean in design.
If your home is decorated in a modern style, clearly modern bar stools will complement the décor. But even if your home contains antique or more traditional styling modern bar stools can be worked into the environment to great effect.  While an injection-molded clear Lucite bar stool will look odd paired with a grand oak bar, there are modern styles that can work well. 

For example, a model called the “Juno” from a company called Home Decorators Collection is definitely modern looking with its curving, asymmetric back, and yet because it is made in soft, dark leather, with traditionally designed legs, it would look right at home in traditionally furnished surroundings. The addition of modern bar stools to your home or business can take a “stale” traditional look and customize it, giving décor individuality and flair.
Lacquered finishes are also popular on modern bar stools. Lacquers used today contain a resin called nitrocellulose which allows one coat of lacquer to bind into a previous coat. After numerous coats, lacquer finishes are very hard. Lacquered finishes on modern bar stools can be made in bright colors to stand out, or in muted browns and grays to blend in to surroundings. Lacquer finished bar stools may not be suitable for use in the outdoors. Outdoor bar stools are susceptible to ultraviolet radiation, which can fade the finish.
One great feature of modern bar stools is that they are generally  slender in design and fit comfortably underneath the ledge of a bar. While 30-inch bar stools go with bars of traditional height, 24-inch bar stools are made to go with the slightly shorter kitchen bar. It is easy to push most modern styles up under the ledge of a bar and out of the way of foot traffic. 

While modern bar stools usually take up less space than more traditional designs, it is still a good rule of thumb to allow 25 to 28 inches between the center of one bar stool and the center of the next. Some interior designers suggest measuring the length of your bar in inches, and then dividing the number by 28 to estimate how many bar stools you will need. Adjust for a little more room for bar stool designs that have arms or for swivel bar stools.

Modern bar stools emphasize originality and technical innovation, and they make a definite statement about your style and décor. It is up to you to decide whether you want that statement to be bold and outgoing or quiet and subtle.

