Haifa- The Northern Capital of Israel
Haifa, the northern capital of the Israel has many faces. Built on the Carmel Mountain, the city has a breathtaking view; from any point you choose to look you will be able to see the Mediterranean Sea. 

If you want to take an organized tour in Haifa, you should start from the visiting center located at the region called “German settlement”, on Ben-Gurion boulevard, 48 (04-8535606, http://www.tour-haifa.co.il). However, if you want to discover this city by yourself, here are some pointers. 
It is accepted to divide Haifa into three topographic regions: The Carmel Mountain, highest region in Haifa, the one with the best views and also the most expensive region to rent a hotel; the Hadar region; and the downtown of Haifa, the region located nearby the sea. 
Being located near the sea, Haifa offers big variety of beaches for every purpose. If you are interested in scuba diving, fishing, surfing or kite surfing you should visit the Shikmuna beach, located nearby the Meridian hotel. The Surfer’s beach located at the Bat-Galim neighborhood, enjoys from unique wind direction, and considered to be one of the best surfing beaches in the Middle East. Many international surfing competitions were held in this beach. The Carmel beach is very convenient for serene swimming and hanging around with the family. 
Haifa is a center of the Bahaian religion. At the Bahaian center located in Haifa in a region called “The German settlement” is a major Bahaian temple. The temple is surrounded by beautiful gardens cultivated on the Carmel Mountain. In order to register on the guided tour at the Bahaian temple, and to receive more information call 04-8313131 (from 9a.m. to 5p.m., Sunday-Thursday). 
After visiting at the Bahaian center, you should go down to the Ben-Gurion Boulevard in order to pay a visit to the German settlement- a region that was built by the German Christian immigrants at 1869. Having a unique architecture together with variety of coffee shops and small restaurants, the German settlement is one of the main tourist’s attractions in Haifa. The German settlement is located between the Hadar and the down town regions. 
Do not miss the night view on the Haifa bay from the Louis Promenade, which is located on the Carmel of Haifa. Later on you can relax in one of the many coffee shops and restaurants located on the Carmel. 
If you want to stay near the Carmel region, you should consider Dan Panorama (
04-8352222) or Dan Carmel (04-8303030) hotels. Cheaper option will be the Beit Rottenberg hostel (04-8387958), which is located nearby. If you want to stay by the sea, you can choose the Meridian hotel (08-6300000). The Port Inn (04-8524401) will be a cheaper option.
