Piano Software
Learning piano is open to more people than ever before. Not only are electronic keyboards made in every price range, you can also find second hand acoustic pianos as some organizations (community playhouses and bands, for example) switch over to high-end electronic keyboards like those made by Kurzweil and Yamaha.
Additionally, there are new ways of learning to play piano. No longer is it mandatory to find a nice retired lady with a Baldwin baby grand in her living room who teaches beginning piano, though that method still exists. DVD piano lessons and piano software are other options. For those that take traditional lessons, such software can make a good supplement to those lessons, reinforcing new knowledge.

One of the best ways to feel like playing piano is worth your time is to be able to play a song you know early on in your lessons. Software can help you do just this. Learning piano no longer is a regimented process of learning notes, scales, and exercises, and only then playing beautiful music. Students can learn simple pop songs very early on, conferring a sense of satisfaction.

However, it must be noted that learning piano using software is not magic, and does not eliminate the need for regular, conscientious practice. The difference between an average piano player and a good piano player often boils down to nothing more than the amount of time devoted to practicing. This article will discuss some of the piano learning software for children and adults.

Children’s Piano Software

Arcmedia Piano for Kids

In this software package, children learn sharps, flats, notes, and rests and basic music theory. These concepts are taught using games and other activities starring Professor Rhythm and his assistants. Kids will learn finger placement, left hand and right hand movements, both apart and together. Arcmedia is designed for children ages 6 and up and costs under $20.
eMedia My Piano Software

eMedia My Piano software contains over 100 lessons designed by Irma Irene Justicia, a former teacher at Juilliard. Lessons feature the animated character Pam the Piano, plus an animated keyboard and interactive feedback. Adjustable speed audio and MIDI tracks are included. The kit includes a metronome and a digital recorder. Meant for ages 6 and up, eMedia My Piano Software is available for under $30.

Piano Suite Children’s Music Journey

Piano Suite Children’s Music Journey is an animated three volume teaching series that includes both rigorous teaching and engaging lessons and activities. Piano Suite Children’s Music Journey helps children learn to read music, and improvise. Volume 1 is a 25 week program that includes note sequences, middle C position, the musical alphabet, half notes and whole notes among its concepts. Each volume costs approximately $180.00.

Adults’ Piano Software
Piano Suite Premier

Piano Suite Premier presents material that is color coded for degree of difficulty, so it is easy to find a lesson to fit your skill level. You can also increase or decrease the size of the notes on the sheet music. Piano suite has a huge song database that even includes modern rock music, many of them with lyrics. The lessons are brief, and this software is geared toward adults who want to compose their own music. It retails for around $80.00

Piano and Keyboard Method

Piano and Keyboard Method offers many options: you can change the tempo in the middle of a song, look at a close-up of the keyboard, or a broader view. Song lyrics are included, as are animated keyboard, interactive feedback, digital recorder, and metronome. Lessons include musical history, sight reading, and hand position. You also get a mixer so you can focus on each hand separately and even mix and play your songs back. Piano and Keyboard Method retails for around $60.00.
Teach Yourself to Play Piano
This is a simple software package that is inexpensive (under $30.00) that presents video instruction by a professional pianist. There is very little written material. It includes ear training including learning of intervals. Teach Yourself to Play Piano may work best as a prelude to one of the larger, more in-depth software packages.

There are many reasons to consider using piano software to learn to play piano. For one thing you can learn to play piano at home at a lower cost than private lessons. You connect your electronic keyboard to your computer and interact with the software. If you use headphones, you needn’t bother anyone else in the household with your practicing. Lessons usually take you through terminology and basic theory, scales, chords, and fingering.

The piano, along with the guitar, is one of the most preferred instruments worldwide. Learning piano is a great foundation for learning other instruments, including band and orchestral instruments. Electronic pianos today come in a range of prices and sizes to suit any space limitations or budget. Higher end models have weighted keys so you can get some of the “feel” of playing an acoustic piano even if you don’t have access to one.

Learning to play piano is a way to add a new dimension to your life, and with all the software options, learning piano is available to more people than ever before.
