Wind Instruments 1 - Benefits

When your child expresses interest in learning how to play a musical instrument, you have many great reasons to encourage it. Not only could your child develop a lifelong interest in music, but he or she will learn much in the way of self discipline from the often repetitive process of practicing and rehearsing. A child with a real interest in music learns self expression through art, and a child playing an instrument in a group setting such as an orchestra or band will learn beneficial social interaction skills.

Of the types of musical instruments brass instruments are highly popular with children in the upper elementary and middle school grades. Brass instruments include trumpets, cornets, trombones, French horns, baritones, tubas, and sousaphones. There are variations on these instruments, but these are the basic ones a child will choose from if he or she elects to be in the school band. Of the band's musical instruments woodwinds, brass, and percussion are the main categories.

The brass section gives a musical ensemble heft and volume. A high school band without brass instruments is like trying to make whipped cream from skim milk: you might get a little froth, but it will be totally inadequate. Which brass instrument is right for your child? That's a decision that should be heavily influenced by the child's own interest and perhaps consultation with the band director.

If your child is having a difficult time choosing a brass instrument, it may be worth speaking with the band director to find out where the band needs more brass. If your child takes up one of the lesser-known brass instruments, he or she may have an easier time standing out in terms of skill.

While there is less of a tendency today to classify musical instruments as "suitable" for boys or girls, this tendency does still exist to some extent. While brass instruments are sometimes perceived as boys' instruments, there is no reason whatsoever that a child of either gender should be discouraged from their favorite musical instruments brass or woodwind.

While many educational and psychological experts believe that learning to play a musical instrument in childhood has far more advantages than drawbacks, you as a parent will have some of the more mundane aspects to deal with. For one thing, children pursuing all musical instruments woodwind or brass will have to spend adequate time practicing. Often the practicing involves repetitive scales, and it is highly likely that this will be inconvenient or annoying to you or the child's siblings. Still, the child needs to practice to excel.

Cost is another factor, but costs can often be worked out satisfactorily with some creativity. You can start out buying your child a used instrument or renting one from his or her school's band program. Rentals often come with very reasonable terms so that the maximum number of children who want to will be able to afford to be in the band or orchestra.

Among musical instruments brass instruments are extremely satisfying to learn, and even if you can't afford private lessons, learning in a school band can be remarkably beneficial to your child and should most definitely be encouraged.



