Decorating Courtyards
Courtyard is the surrounding area enclose by walls that adjoins the living space. The courtyard is an extra space and might at times look awkward if left bare and undecorated. In order to maintain an appeal to your living space, decorating the courtyard plays a major role. The fixed walls of the courtyard can be made alluring by some alterations and inclusions that suit your taste. Your creativity can be put to work and the entire courtyard can be transformed to a better place that oozes positive ambience. 

One of the major constraints faced while decorating the courtyard is the fixed walls that limit expansion.  This can be assuaged by painting the walls with some art (weather proof) or by adopting an ‘Espalier’ which is nothing but a shrub or a small tree that is grown on the walls to suit a specific design. This gives a feeling of ‘being with the nature’. It becomes mandatory to choose potted plants and other types of plants like creepers, vines etc. to give a natural feeling to the courtyard.
A major refreshing look is given by installing a fountain or water sprouts that work on lower volumes but add to the decorative effect of the courtyard. Lighting systems can be enhanced to give a fresh look during the nights. Candles and electric fixtures can be used to light the courtyard and mirrors can be installed to increase the space. 
Ornaments like false pillars and fake antics made of porcelain or paper mesh are some items that occupy space and increase the appeal. Hanging pots and small plats can also be used to soften the hard look. A sloping floor can improve drainage facilities by reducing the water stagnation. A shady arbor can be used to let in the optimum sunlight into the courtyard. Holes and openings can be made in the walls for air circulation. External fans can be installed to catch and channelize the cool breeze. 
Some seasonal color can be rendered to the courtyard using the plants that bloom with unique flowers that fill up the entire arena. These can be kept in lattices or baskets thereby curbing the horizontal expansion but allowing the vertical expansion. Murals and arts can be depicted on the walls that blend with the living arena giving a combined look that makes your courtyard decorative. 
In case of lighting systems the wires and insulations can be concealed safely since they spoil the look and may be dangerous. Floors can be covered by artificial grass which can be spread through various designs and dug outs. The crux behind the idea of decorating the courtyard is basically enumerated as not making the place cramped, enable air circulation and apply innovation at its apex. 

