What is Xeriscaping?
A beautiful garden or an innovative landscape requires a lot of physical work followed by supplying the right amount of nutrients to the same. One of the basic factors that require prime attention is the abundant supply of water. Without a constant supply of water, you cannot plan and execute your landscaping ideas. This problem thwarted the designing of gardens in areas where water was not available in plenty. Xeriscaping provided the right solution to this problem. Translated as ‘dry view’, it involved landscaping that conserved water and managed with the existing availability of water. 

The technique of Xeriscaping is not universal and varies from place to place. The garden is influenced by soil moisture, water availability, essential nutrients etc. The numbers or the sub factors differed from region to region and thus involved newer techniques, but with the same principle of Xeriscaping: water conservation. 

Xeriscaping thus took to many forms as simple as grouping the plants that required same water requirements to as complicated as planning the irrigation techniques and volume of water involved. An aerial view of the entire plot was studied and analysis was made as to where and how the plot was situated with regard to the directions (North, East, West and South). The contour is also studied along with the drainage patterns of the entire land. This will help to install features like terrace cultivation (in case of a slope that leads top soil erosion). Plan the area you are going to use for different purposes. Allocate proper space for seating, swimming pools, planting etc. in a planned manner so that the entire garden is not clustered and water can be channelized to a specific area preventing losses as a whole. 
Soil conditions also affect Xeriscaping. The ideal soil drains water quickly and at the same time stores water. This is affected by injecting the right amount of organic matter in the soil and simultaneously keeping it well aerated. The areas occupied by turfs should be as minimal as possible since they hinder the water balance to a larger extent. Choosing the right plants to adorn your garden, avoiding over watering and proper maintenance are vital steps that make up the Xeriscaping.

Using Xeriscaping gives you many advantages; the prime one being conservation of water and hence can be used in water scarce areas. Maintenance required is also less when compared to the normal gardening procedures. Usage of the right plants that are native to your area will eliminate the usage of pesticides or chemicals that harm the soil and damage the ecological balance. Your landscape attracts more people and the property value increases since it is constructed using Xeriscaping techniques. Being pollution free, the garden becomes a natural habitat for birds, animals etc.
